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1. Introduction

1.1 This report sets out landscape and visual appraisal scoping findings
in relation to the proposed development of approximately 1000
dwellings on the land relating to Abington Park Farm.

1.2 It is intended to assess the viability of development in terms of
landscape and visual considerations, to inform the South
Cambridgeshire Call for Sites / Local Plan site selection process.

1.3 In principle this is a review of the sensitivity and capacity of the
landscape in this area to accommodate development of this nature.
In addition, this report makes recommendations about the
appropriate zoning, shaping, form and mitigation such that a
development here would be best assimilated into the landscape.

1.4 This proposal may not have been promoted if it were not for the
traction being gained by the North Uttlesford Garden Community
(NUGC). The NUGC looks to allocate the land immediately to the
south of the site for a mix of 5,000 homes, employment, together
with community, education, recreational, health and retail facilities.
If the NUGC proceeds this would fundamentally change the context
of the land relating to Abington Park Farm.

1.5 In the context of the NUGC, this site seems worthy of consideration
for the provision of additional homes within the South
Cambridgeshire district. It may also perform an important function
by providing potential for a northern access point to the A11 for both
the Abington Park Farm land and the NUGC.

2. Baseline context

The site & setting

2.1 The site forms part of a pronounced range of chalk hills on the
leading edge of the higher plateau farmland of the South
Cambridgeshire & Essex boarder. These chalk hills extend across
a large tract of southern England and in this location they are
visually prominent forming a line along the southern edge of the
Cambridge lowlands. They are smooth, rolling hill forms with
shallow dry soils and sparse vegetation cover. The land use and
land cover pattern is dominated by a large scale open arable
farming landscape. Settlement on the chalk hills is sparse and is
largely restricted to isolated farmsteads. Larger settlement in the
region tends only to occur on high ground where it is away from the
open leading edge of the chalk hills, or on low ground in the valley
bottom. This contributes to the distinctive rural landscape quality of
the chalk hill line in this area.

2.2 This particular hill range sits with the Cambridge lowlands to the
north-west, but also lies between the River Granta at Great
Abington to the north, and the River Cam or Granta at Great
Chesterford to the south. As a result of this topography it is a
prominent component of the landscape in views occurring in
locations to the north-east, west and south-west.

2.3 To the north of the Abington Park Farm land is the former Land
Settlement Association’s Estate at Great Abington. This is an estate
of small holdings established in the late 1930s just south of Gt
Abington. Today it is a mix of residential properties, with
glasshouses and some small scale agricultural production.

24 The A11 runs immediately along the site’s western boundary. There
is an access road alongside the Brent Ditch that leads from
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Abington Park Farm, north west to an unnamed road alongside the
A11. Heading south, this road becomes a slip road providing direct
access to the A11. To the north it runs parallel to the A11 and
provides access to the A11 northbound as well as the Abingtons.

The NUGC raises the prospect of dramatic change to the setting of
the land at Abington Park Farm. The land at Abington Park Farm
sits immediately to the north of the NUGC. For the purposes of this
study, it is therefore assumed that the land to the south of the site
would be developed as set out within the NUGC masterplan.

Designations

Policy status and designations identified below are those which
may be helpful in the identification of landscape and visual
receptors and in relation to judgements concerning the relative
value to assign to them.

There are no national landscape designations across the site. The
site is outside of the South Cambridge Green Belt, which is located
approximately 1.5km to the north of the proposal site and to the
north of the A505.

The site does not contain a Conservation area, or any Listed
Buildings. Nearby Conservation Areas are focused on the centre of
the rural villages such as at Babraham, Great Abington,
Hildersham, Pampisford and Linton. The closest Listed Buildings
to the site are a cluster of Grade Il Listed Buildings Hinxton Grange,
Stables and Coach House, (List entry Number: 1318208 &
1128074), located approximately 700m to the west of the site
beyond the A11.

Park Farmhouse (Grade I, List entry Number: 1322523) is
geographically closer to the site at 540m south of the site’s southern
boundary, however it is wholly contained within the proposed
residential area of the NUGC.

Brent Ditch is scheduled as an ancient monument (List entry
Number: 1006929) and is assumed to be an Anglo-Saxon
earthwork built around the 6th and 7th Centuries. The structure
generally appears as a low ditch in a wooded area with earth works
at approximately 2 to 3m high. The ditch is broken by the A11, with
the southern section running into the site, leading south east from
the A11 towards Abington Park Farm. The northern section
continues north west towards Pampisford Hall.

Pampisford Hall is located approximately 1km to the north west of
the site on the far side of the A11. The grounds of Pampisford Hall
are a Grade II* Registered Park and Garden.

Statutory ecological / habitat designations contained within the site
are Hildersham Wood and Bush Park. Both are areas of Ancient
Woodland. Hildersham Wood is also a Special Site of Scientific
Interest (SSSI).

Landscape character

The site lies within National Character Area (NCA) 87 — East
Anglian Chalk. Some relevant references in the listed key
characteristics for this area are:

. ‘The underlying and solid geology is dominated by Upper
Cretaceous Chalk, a narrow continuation of the chalk ridge
that runs south-west-north-east across southern England,
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continuing in the Chilterns and along the eastern edge of The
Wash. The chalk bedrock has given the NCA its nutrient-poor
and shallow soils.

. Distinctive chalk rivers, the River Rhee and River Granta, flow
in gentle river valleys in a diagonally north-west direction
across the NCA.

. The rolling downland, mostly in arable production, has sparse
tree cover but distinctive beech belts along long, straight
roads. Certain high points have small beech copses or
‘hanger’, which are prominent and characteristic features in
the open landscape. In the east there are pine belts.

e  Archaeological features include Neolithic long barrows and
bronze-age tumuli lining the route of the prehistoric Icknield
Way; iron-age hill forts, including that at Wandlebury;
impressive Roman burial monuments and cemeteries such as
the Bartlow Hills; a distinctive communication network linking
the rural Roman landscape to settlements and small towns,
such as Great Chesterford; the four parallel Cambridgeshire
dykes that cross the Chalk: the Anglo-Saxon linear earthworks
of Devil’s Dyke, Fleam Dyke, Heydon/Bran Ditch and Brent
Ditch; ridge-and-furrow cultivation remains of the open field
systems of the earlier medieval period; and large numbers of
later moated enclosures, park lands created, sheepwalks,
arterial routes and nucleated villages that emphasise the land
use change of this period.

o  Settlement is focused in small towns and in villages. There are
a number of expanding commuter villages located generally
within valleys. Letchworth Garden City is a nationally
significant designed garden city.’

The Landscape East regional landscape character assessment
study places the site straddling across the Wooded Village
Farmlands and the Chalk Hills and Scarps landscape character
types. The Wooded Village Farmlands occupies the plateau top,
with the Chalk Hills and Scarps LCT forming the downslopes.

The overall description given for the Wooded Village Farmlands is:

e A gently rolling, elevated arable landscape with ancient
woodland blocks and small, nuclear villages. Often an open
landscape with long distance views, although woodland
contains views particularly around settlements.

The overall description given for the Chalk Hills and Scarps is:

e  Prominent chalk hills, in places forming a distinct edge,
elsewhere incised by dry valleys to create a rounded rolling
landform. Often well wooded with long distance views, this is
a large scale landscape with an ordered pattern of fields and
woodlands.

The Cambridgeshire Landscape Guidelines 1991 identifies 8
landscape character areas for Cambridgeshire, with the site lying
within Character Area 2: Chalklands.

The Cambridgeshire Landscape Guidelines describe the
Chalklands Character Area as;
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‘The complex history of settlement and the impact of people
on the landscape over the centuries is particularly apparent in
this part of the County. Roman roads, Anglo-Saxon
earthworks, large fields, modern roads and developments are
all interlinked. The region was mostly too dry for early
settlement. However, this dryness and light vegetation meant
that it was ideal for communications and it is traversed by a
major prehistoric and historic highway, the Icknield Way.’

‘The area was used for sheep farming well into the nineteenth
century, leading to the creation of botanically rich grasslands
which now only survive in well-protected locations.’

‘a broad-scale landscape of large fields, low mechanically
trimmed hedges and few trees. The eastern part of this area
has a number of woodlands and shelter belts which help to
break up the long distant views and give some form and
character. Certain high points have small beech copses or
‘hangers’ which are prominent and characteristic features in
the open landscape.’

The Cambridgeshire Landscape Guidelines identifies a number of
principles for landscape improvement and management in the
Chalklands character area that are relevant to the site;

1. Planting new beech hangers: could be placed on suitable,
carefully sited knolls, hilltops and scarp-tops; these would form
focal points to reinforce the local chalkland landscape
character.

2. Management and creation of chalk grasslands: the majority
of the grasslands should remain open and uncluttered. The
promotion of species-rich grassland on thin chalk soils would
provide visual and wildlife value. Road verges should also be
managed to promote plant diversity and interest.

3. Management of existing shelter belts: these should be
restocked to encourage young tree growth and fill gaps.

4. Planting new mixed woodlands and shelter belts: carefully
sited to enclose large tracts of rolling farmland and emphasise
landforms (see Farmland Models A4b and AS).

6. Hedgerows: selected hedgerows should be reinforced, or
managed for particularly significant impact, based upon their
visual and wildlife potential. Historically significant hedgerows
should be carefully conserved, and new hedges planted to
emphasise the existing landscape.

7. Footpath corridor improvements: the Roman Road is an
important route across the chalk landscape. Planting small
woodlands at selected locations such as hill tops or to frame
views, as well as carefully managing the existing rich flora,
would enhance the route. A similar approach could be adopted
for other footpaths in the area, concentrating on a small
number of linked corridors (see Farmland Model A7).

9. Conservation of the linear dykes: selective removal of scrub
growth and re-establishment of sheep grazing, if possible,
would enable the massive scale of these historic earthworks
to be appreciated and promote chalk grass and flora
communities. Some areas of scrub should be retained for
habitat and visual diversity. The significance of the dykes in
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the landscape could be reinforced by managing adjacent
strips of agricultural land as grassland or scrub.

Uttlesford District Council’s landscape character assessment (Chris
Blandford Associates 2006) identifies the land to the south of the
site as being within Landscape Character Area A1 — Cam River
Valley.

Key characteristics recorded for the Cam River Valley character
area are:

e  Rolling, open landscape of chalky boulder clay with wide views
from higher ground.

. Well vegetated riverbanks with shrubs, trees and water
meadows along the winding narrow river corridor.

e Large-scale downland reflecting late enclosure, with rectilinear
field pattern.

e Low hedges and few trees mainly in small copses.
e  Ancient town of Saffron Walden.

o Dispersed settlements on valley sides connected by busy B
roads.

The Cam River Valley is described as:

. The Cam River Valley extends from the Cambridgeshire-
Essex boundary south to Newport where the M11 and the
B1383 roads converge. It is a broad rolling landscape that
drains the River Cam and its tributaries, Debden Water and
Wicken Water. The eastern slopes are dominated by the
historic settlement of Saffron Walden, with its imposing
church. This side of the river valley is characterised by large
farms and small villages connected by small lanes. In contrast,
the western slopes are more diverse, with small quiet villages,
and many busy roads. The eastern slopes are a large-scale
landscape of primarily arable fields, with some grazing
pastures.

Landscape value

The value attributed by society to different landscapes may be
indicated by national or local designations. In the absence of, or as
supplement to such designations, a list of criteria or factors
considered likely to confer value on a landscape includes:
landscape condition, scenic quality, wildness and tranquillity or
other perceptual interest, rarity and representativeness, heritage or
ecological interest, recreational use, and cultural associations.

In terms of the site's visual and physical character, it is not
exceptional at a local level and contains no features or
characteristics that are not commonly found in the surrounding
context. That being said, the Chalk Scarp slopes on the Cambridge
leading edge of the higher plateau farmland form a prominent
feature of this landscape and should therefore be considered of
some greater value than the surrounding farmland.

The landscape context of the site is relatively attractive and quite
distinctive countryside on the Cambridge/Essex border. However,
it is not designated or recognised at any level of policy.
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Visual Context

Visual receptors:

*  Houses that would be adjacent to the south within the NUGC.
* Residents in Abington Park Farm properties.

e  Users of local PRoW, both within and near to the site.

* Residents of properties on the southern edge of the adjacent
former Land Settlement Association’s Estate at Great
Abington.

¢ Road Users on the A11.
e  Users of local country roads.

There are two sections of Public Footpath contained within the site,
Footpath Great Abington 3/4 and Footpath Great Abington 3/3.
Footpath 3/4 is a continuation of the Footpath that heads north
through the NUGC. Within the NUGC this Footpath would make its
way through areas of open space, between residential properties
and alongside estate roads. Once within the site, it heads north
across the arable farmland towards Abington Park Farm before
heading east towards and eventually alongside Hildesham Wood.
Footpath 3/3 heads north from Footpath 3/4 across the arable
plateau and down the chalk scarp towards the former Land
Settlement Association’s Estate at Great Abington.

NUGC
The Vision for the North Uttlesford Garden Community is to deliver:

e A new thriving local centre, offering retail, employment and
community facilities.

e 5,000 high quality homes, delivered through connected 21st
century villages.

e New primary schools and a new secondary school.

e  Community parks, recreation and amenity space.

e New allotments and orchards.

e A sports hub.

. New, sustainable transport links.

The NUGC is proposed on the land immediately to the south of the
land at Abington Park Farm It would occupy the arable farmland to
the north of Great Chesterford and to the east of the A11. At
approximately 460ha it will comprise a series of linked villages,
spreading across the Plateau tops, ridges, valleys and countryside

edges of the arable countryside that currently surrounds Park
Farm.

Review of initial findings / feasibility issues
What particular constraints / sensitivities have we found:

e The Chalk Scarp slopes are estimated to have gradients on
average of 1in 12, and in places much steeper. These sloping
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sides of the hills are visually prominent and form ground where
development would be most visible and harsh in the scene.

As a Scheduled Monument, suitable consideration should be
given to The Brent Ditch as not to either damage or interfere
with the setting of this heritage asset, but to retain it as a
positive feature within any development proposal.

Potential for coalescence with the adjacent former Land
Settlement Association’s Estate at Great Abington.

What opportunities / capacity for development are presented:

The existing landscape elements within the land surrounding
Abington Park Farm provide the opportunity to develop a
meaningful mitigation strategy that encloses the development
proposals, anchoring the new settlement to the upper plateau.

There are opportunities to increase connectivity between the
existing woodland blocks and tree belts within the site, as well
as providing areas of parkland and new woodland scape
planting on the development fringes.

Areas of public open space can also be positively provided for
within the development parcels.

The proposals offer the opportunity to provide a landscaped
edge to the NUGC that is above and beyond what has
currently been identified on the NUGC masterplan. New
woodland belts and parkland on the edge of the development
blocks would create an attractive transition to the surrounding
arable farmland whilst providing screening and softening of
the development proposals.

Development of the land surrounding Abington Park Farm
provides the opportunity to bring forward proposals that are in
keeping with the NUGC vision without compromising the
developability of the NUGC itself. In fact there may be
advantages of the two together over and above other matters,
such as improved permeability and access. The plateau
landform surrounding Abington Park Farm is similar in
character to that on which the NUGC is proposed and similar
design measures and mitigation principles that are identified
for the NUGC would also be successful here.

Development concept plan

To help visualise the Abington Park Farm proposals alongside the
NUGC and to illustrate initial thoughts on opportunities for
appropriate zoning, shaping, form and mitigation a development
concept plan has been produced (see fig.6). The following aspects
of the development concept plan have been incorporated in
response to context and in the interests of landscape and visual
considerations:

Location of new built form.

- Built form should be away from the chalk scarps and kept
up on the plateau.

- Built form should be alongside the NUGC site as to ensure
the proposals form a logical extension to this new
community.
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- Built form should (where possible) use existing tree belts,
woodland blocks as a guide to development parcels.
These blocks form strong visual barriers that would ack as
effective mitigation measures.

- Where built form extends beyond existing vegetation
blocks, new additional mitigation planting should be
planted to form strong defensible boundaries to the site.

- Areas of parkland at the periphery of new built form to
provide a gentle transition to the surrounding arable
farmland.

* Reduce the potential for coalescence and preserve the rural
character of the adjacent former Land Settlement
Association’s Estate at Great Abington.

- Arable farmland to the north of the proposal site should be
retained to provide a suitable offset to the adjacent former
Land Settlement Association’s Estate at Great Abington.
This is intended to reduce effects of coalescence and
preserve the rural character of this settlement.

. Preserve Hildersham Wood SSSI.

- Suitable provision should be included within any layout to
maintain an appropriate offset to this designated site. Tree
belts and open space should be included immediately
alongside to provide a soft green buffer.

e  Mitigation planting.

- New tree belts and hedgerows should be used to help
contain and anchor the proposals to the site. The
proposals provide opportunities for new planting to
connect areas of existing woodland and tree belts within
the site. Bush Park and Hildersham Wood are both areas
of Ancient Woodland.

. Access.

- A new point of access could be provided to the A11.
Currently there is an access road alongside the Brent
Ditch that leads from Abington Park Farm, north west to
an unnamed road alongside the A11. Heading south, this
road becomes a slip road providing direct access to the
A11. This existing access road could be widened to
facilitate access to the proposals, however consideration
would have to be given to the Brent Ditch which is a
Scheduled Monument. There are also risks that
intensifying this access may bring about a degree of visual
harm.

e  Approach.

- Parkland, hedgerows, blocks of woodland. Agricultural
land retained as transition space around fringes of the

development.
e  Connectivity.
-  Where possible connections (vehicular  and

pedestrian/cycleways) should be made to the adjacent
NUGC site. Opportunities exist to connect areas of open

oo
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space and Green Infrastructure and should be sought
within any forthcoming layout.

5. Landscape effects

51 Landscape receptors:
e  Fabric of the site / elements.
e  Local landscape character.
e  Wider landscape character.

5.2 The development concept plan illustrates that a development could
be accommodated here without any direct loss of any notable
landscape features such as trees or hedges. The principle sources
of impact therefore relate to the addition of new urban built form and
the effects this may have on perceptions of the local landscape
character and the landscape setting of the NUGC settlement.

5.3 Although the site currently appears as undeveloped greenfield land,
the site’s location immediately alongside the NUGC changes the
baseline position. The NUGC includes built elements such as
substantial amounts of new housing, sports provision, employment
land and open space. In the consideration and appraisal of
potential landscape effects this alternative development scenario
should be regarded as part of the baseline conditions, representing
a potential change to the site regardless of the progress of housing
development on the site.

54 In terms of potential landscape effects, there are some landscape
sensitivities to development of the site and also some more
accommodating aspects.

55 The proposed development would be recognised in the local
landscape to the south of the former Land Settlement Association’s
Estate at Great Abington as an intensification of the built form of the
NUGC. It would also be an addition of built form in relation to the
character of the A11. There would likely be some appreciation of
built form from within the low lying land to the west and north/west
of the A11.

5.6 Beyond the site itself, the changes in the local landscape would
affect a relatively small area of outlying countryside to the south of
the former Land Settlement Association’s Estate at Great Abington
and the development would recede behind boundary vegetation as
the landscape scheme of the development establishes. This site
also sits well in the landscape on the edge of the NUGC with good
degrees of containment provided by the existing woodland blocks
within the site, as well as sitting comfortably in relation to the
backdrop of existing vegetation and other development in the
vicinity.

5.7 The proposals form a logical urban extension to NUGC.

6. Visual Effects
6.1 Visual receptors:
*  Houses that would be adjacent to the south within the NUGC.

* Residents in Abington Park Farm properties.
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. Users of local PRoW, both within and near to the site.

* Residents of properties on the southern edge of the adjacent
former Land Settlement Association’s Estate at Great
Abington.

. Road Users on the A11.
e  Users of local country roads.

Only from immediately adjacent properties within the NUGC and
from the section of the A11 passing the site would there be any
notable degree of visual intrusion. The effect on private properties
would not be harmful in planning terms and the effect on the visual
amenity experience of the A11 would be contained and would not
be harmful beyond this immediate point on the road. There would
be some views from the A1301 and the A505, but these would likely
be glimpses and broken up by existing on site planting and
proposed on site mitigation planting.

The countryside to the east of the site would not be notably
influenced by this new addition to the village. In wider views from
the east of the site the layering of vegetation across the farmland
and across the site makes views of the proposals unlikely.
However, the proposals would be seen at some distance. This
would most likely give an appreciation that the settlement but not
lead to any notable degree of harm.

For those public rights of way that pass through the site, and
alongside, there will of course be a fundamental change in visual
outlook and context. The previous direct outlook to farmland would
be replaced with outlook into development; the context would
change from farmland fields in a largely rural setting to that of
spaces within a housing estate. For the most part these are
indicated within open spaces and functional streets. It should be
possible for all public rights of way through the development to be
attractively retained, albeit within a development scenario rather
than in farmland. The development framework set out on figure 6
indicates how the rights of way across the site can be incorporated.
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Conclusions

This report demonstrates that alongside the NUGC the land at
Abington Park Farm provides an opportunity for delivering a
significant quantity of housing without causing high levels of
additional landscape and visual harm.

The proposals form a logical urban extension to NUGC and
development constrained to the top of the chalk scarp and not
extending down onto the sloping sides of the area, has the capacity
to form a development that respects and perhaps even celebrates
the chalk hills feature. With careful planning, and some attention to
structural planting around the development, it may be possible for
such a development to be largely hidden from outlying views and
where visible it could appear as an isolated hill top feature.

This study therefore finds that the Abington Park Farm land has
good capacity to accommodate a substantial extension to the
NUGC development that would not only be in keeping with the
NUGC but would also assist with integration of the northern South
Cambridgeshire edge of this development into the countryside.

The additional benefit of a northern access route is also understood
to be a significant benefit.
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APPENDIX A

Summary of Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment Theory

The principles, approaches and terminology of Landscape and
Visual Impact Assessment practice is set out in Guidelines for
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3 edition)’.

There are two fundamental components to LVIA:

. The assessment of landscape effects, i.e. the effects on the
landscape as a resource or collection of resources (grouped
and described as landscape receptors); and

. The assessment of visual effects, i.e. the effects on views and
visual amenity as experienced by people (grouped and
described as visual receptors).

In relation to the assessment of landscape effects the following
factors should be taken into account:

e  The size or scale of change in the landscape;

e  The geographical extent over which the landscape effect will
be felt;

. The duration and reversibility of the effects;

e The ability of the landscape receptor to accommodate the
changes with regard to maintaining the baseline condition or
in relation to the aims of adopted landscape policy or
strategies; and

e  The value or status of the landscape receptor as indicated by
landscape designations and/or an appraisal of recognised
qualitative criteria.

For the assessment of visual effects the following factors are
relevant considerations:

e  The occupation or activity of people at a particular location and
the extent to which their attention or interest may therefore be
focussed on views and visual amenity;

e The value attached to those views, perhaps indicated by
planning designations, literary references or simply the
numbers of people benefitting from the view; and

e The scale of change in the view, the prominence of the
change, the duration and reversibility of the effect.

1 GLVIA3, 2013, by the Landscape Institute and IEMA

NC15.196-va scoping01 15/03/2019
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{ Perceptions |

Tranquility:

Peaceful and rural character.

Views:

Elevation and openness means this landscape offers some long ranging views across lower lying

areas. Woodland screens views in places creating more intimate feel particularly around
settlements.

© Landscape East 2011.









Chalklands:Babraham.
AREA 2: CHALKLANDS

The complex history of settlement and the impact
of people on the landscape over the centuriesis
particularly apparent in this part of the County.
Roman roads, Anglo-Saxon earthworks, large
fields, modern roads and developments are dl
interlinked.

The region was mogtly too dry for early
settlement. However, this dryness and light
vegetation meant that it was ided for
communications and it is traversed by amgjor
prehistoric and higtoric highway, the Icknield Way.
Itsimportance as a highway aso gave it Srategic
vadue. Inthelron Ageit was controlled by

Wandlebury hill fort and in Anglo-Saxon times by
the three great linear dykes which span the
chakkland from the fen edge east of Cambridge to
the wooded edge on the higher claylands (a fourth
‘Bran Ditch’ near Fowlmere has been dmost
completely destroyed).

These atificid dements overlie the
smooth ralling chakland hills. The hillsare
dissected by the two gentle valleys of the Granta
and the Rhee, which converge to form the river
Cam just south of Cambridge.

The area was used for sheep farming well
into the nineteenth century, leading to the creation
of botanicaly rich grasdands which now only
survive in well-protected locations.



CHALKLANDS Before
Adenuded, intensely arable landscape

CHALKLANDS After
Smooth, rolling profile to Wooded escarpment
rising ground. emphasises landform.

The mgority of the chakland is devoted
to growing cereal crops, despite the frequently
poor, thin soils. 1t is abroad-scae landscape
of largefidds, low mechanicaly trimmed
hedges and few trees. The eastern part of this
area has a number of woodlands and shelter
belts which hdlp to bresk up the long distant
views and give some form and character.
Certain high points have small beech copses or
“hangers which are prominent and
characteristic features in the open landscape.

Beech hanger forms strong Good hedgerows and
focal point on brow of hill. woodlands emphasise

rolling landform and give
sense of scale.

The essentidly geometrica fidd pettern
resulting from the downland hedge enclosure is
further subdivided in an areato the south-west of
Newmarket. Here the relatively modern growth
and prosperity of the racehorse industry has
imposed a distinctive pattern of small, tree-lined
paddocks, which imparts a well-wooded character
tothearea. This has arisen from the need to
provide shelter from cold winds and driving rain
and also visud enclosure, to avoid externd
movements frightening the young horses. The
stud farms are expanding away from the
immediate surroundings of Newmarket, and no
doubt their landscape pattern will aso follow.



A rich and characterful river corridor; classic lowland landscapes can be recreated with the right design and

management skills

PRINCIPLES FOR LANDSCAPE
IMPROVEMENT AND MANAGEMENT IN
THE CHALKLANDS
The future pattern is for alarge-scae
landscape defined by rolling hills, large fields,
bold shelter belts, sweeping masses of
woodland and occasiond beech hangers.:
1. Planting new beech hangers:
could be placed on suitable, carefully
sited knolls, hilltops and scarp-tops;
these would form focal points to
reinforce the local chalkland landscape
character.
2. Management and creation of
chalk grasdands. the mgority of the
grasdands should remain open and
uncluttered. The promotion of
species-rich grasdand on thin chalk
soils would provide visud and wildlife
vaue. Road verges should aso be
managed to promote plant diversity
and interest.
3. Management of existing shelter
belts: these should be restocked to
encourage young tree growth and fill
gaps.
4. Planting new mixed woodlands
and shelter belts. carefully sited to
enclose large tracts of rolling farmland
and emphasise landforms (see
Farmland Modds Adb and A5).

5. Creation of landscapecorridors
along river valleys. the valeys of the
Rivers Granta, Rhee and Cam have a
digtinct small-scale intimacy which
contrasts well with the surrounding
chadklands. Smdll woods and wetland
meadows could be supplemented with
copses, lines of willowsto be pollarded,
and areas of margind and aguatic
vegetation (see Farmland Modd A6).

6. Hedgerows selected hedgerows
should be reinforced, or managed for
particularly significant impact, based
upon their visud and wildlife potentid.
Higoricaly significant hedgerows should
be carefully conserved, and new hedges
planted to emphasise the exigting
landscape.

7. Footpath corridor improvements:
the Roman Road is an important route
across the chalk landscape. Planting
small woodlands at selected locations
such as hill tops or to frame views, as
well as carefully managing the existing
rich flora, would enhance theroute. A
smilar approach could be adopted for
other footpaths in the area, concentrating
on asmall number of linked corridors
(see Farmland Modd A7).



8. Road corridor improvements.
the M11 has had minimd planting to
soften its impact on the landscape.
The planting of sdected embankments
and adjacent field margins with native
trees and shrubs would provide
interest for those using the road as
well as hdping to integrate the road
with the surrounding countryside.

9. Conservation of thelinear
dykes: sdective removal of scrub
growth and re-establishment of sheep
grazing, if possible, would enable the
massive scae of these historic
earthworks to be appreciated and
promote chalk grass and flora
communities. Some aress of scrub
should be retained for habitat and
visud diversty. The significance of
the dykes in the landscape could be
reinforced by managing adjacent strips
of agricultura land as grasdand or
scrub.

10. Newmarket stud farms: new
investment in the expansion of stud
farmsis causing significant change.
Shelter belts should be planned on less
rigid lines and should respond more to
the local landforms, hedges, copses
and roads. The shelterbelts should be
planted with native tree and shrub
species for visud and wildlife
benefits.

PLANT SPECIES GUIDELINES FOR
THE CHALKLANDS

Beech hangers
Fagus sylvatica (beech)

Plus occasiona additions of species from
‘mixed woodlands  below.

Mixed Woodlands
Fagus sylvatica (beech)

Dominant mainly on shdlow chak soils
where it may form large stands; smaller
groups in more diverse woods.

Fraxinus excdsor (ash)
dominant; mixed woods.

Tilia cordata (small-leaved lime)
less common.
Carpinus betulus (hornbeam)
less common.
Prunus avium (wild cherry)
less common.
Taxus baccata (yew)
Small groups.
Corylus avdlana (hazd)
dominant shrub, understorey, edges, glades,
scrub.
Acer compestre (fidld maple)
glades, near edges.
Crataegus monogyna (hawthorn)
near edges, mixed thickets.
Sambucusnigra (elder)
occasiona, understorey and edges.
Ligustrum vulgaris(wild privet)
occasiond, edges.
Viburnum lantana (wayfaring treg)
occasiond, edges.

Note: beech should be planted in single species
groupsof at least 500 sg. m. when used in
woodland block; do not use in random mixes.

Hedgerows, woodland edges and scrub
Crataegus monogyna (hawthorn)
Corylus avellana (hazd)
Prunus spinosa (blackthorn)
Acer campedtre (fidld maple)
Rosa canina (dog rose)
Ligustrumwvulgaris(wild privet)
occasiondl.
Viburnum lantana (wayfaring tree)
occasiondl.

Trees in hedgerows/avenues
Fraxinus excelsior (ash)

dominant, hedgerows.
Fagus sylvatica (beech)

mostly avenues; some hedgerows.
Acer campestre (fidd maple)

sub-dominant, hedgerows.

Avenues —adl as single species, not mixed.
Hedgerows — mixed.
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER OF UTTLESFORD DISTRICT
General

This section of the report provides the detailed ‘profiles of Landscape Character Areas
within Uttlesford District, structured as follows:

L ocation of character area (map)
Boundaries of character area (map)
Photograph

Key characteristics

Oveall character description

Visual characteristics

Historic land use

Ecological features

Key planning and land management issues
Sensitivities to change

Proposed landscape strategy objectives
Suggested landscape planning guidelines
Suggested land management guidelines

The profiles should be read as a whole when used to inform decision making. Where
Landscape Character Areas fall within two or more adjacent District/Borough areas included
in this Study report, the same prafile has been included within the respective section. In such
instances, a cross-reference is noted in the respective Character Area profile(s). Reference
should also be made to other studies for neighbouring authority areas including:

o South Cambridgeshire District/Cambridgeshire County Studies
o Hertfordshire County Landscape Character Assessment Studies

The following Landscape Character Types and Areas have been identified within Uttlesford
District (see Figure 7.1), and are described in the following sections:

A - River Valley Landscapes

Al - CamRiver Valley
A3 - Stort River Valley
A5 - Pant River Valley
A6 - Upper Chelmer River Valley

B - Farmland Plateau L andscapes

B1 - Ashdon Farmland Plateau

B2 - Hempstead Farmland Plateau

B3 - Bumpstead Farmland Plateau

B7 - Debden Farmland Plateau

B8 - Thaxted Farmland Plateau

B10 - Broxted Farmland Plateau

B11 - Lindsell & Bardfield Farmland Plateau
B12 - Hatfield Forest Farmland Plateau
B13 - Rayne Farmland Plateau

B14 - Roding Farmland Plateau

B15 - Pleshey Farmland Plateau

11100101R Fina LCAs _09-06 Section 7.0 — Landscape Character of Uttlesford District



272

B16 - Felsted Farmland Plateau
H - Chalk Upland L andscapes

H1 - Elmdon Chalk Upland

H2 - Arkesden Chalk Upland

H3 - Langley Chalk Upland

H4 - Berden and Farnham Chalk Upland
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A1 CAM RIVER VALLEY

Key Characteristics

e Ralling, open landscape of chalky boulder
clay with wide views from higher ground.

o Waedll vegetated riverbanks with shrubs, trees
and water meadows aong the winding
narrow river corridor.

o lLargescale downland reflecting late
enclosure, with rectilinear field pattern .

e Low hedges and few trees mainly in small
COpPSES.

e Ancient town of Saffron Walden.

o Disparsed settlements on valley sides
connected by busy B roads.

Overall Character

The Cam River Valey extends from the
Cambridgeshire-Essex  boundary south to
Newport where the M11 and the B1383 roads
converge. It is a broad rolling landscape that
drains the River Cam and its tributaries, Debden
Water and Wicken Water. The eastern slopes
are dominated by the historic settlement of
Saffron Walden, with its imposing church. This
side of theriver valley is characterised by large
farms and small villages connected by small
lanes. In contrast, the western slopes are more
diverse, with small quiet villages, and many
busy roads. The eastern slopes are alarge-scale
landscape of primarily arable fields, with some
grazing pastures. Dense blocks of trees,
including some ancient woodland, punctuate the western slopes where the field boundaries are
typically organic in shape. The M11, the railway line and the B1383 run north—south through the
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western slopes of the Cam River Valley. Disused clay pits and chalk pits can be seen in places on the
lower slopes. On the eastern slopes, the settlement pattern is dispersed, with isolated farmsteads and
nucleated villages such as Little Walden and Little Chesterford. Colour-washed thatched or mellow
red brick houses are found throughout the valley which enhance its visually rich heritage, and thereare
some outstanding old barns. Great Chesterford is a larger village, with business parks and significant
commercial areas. Field pattern is regular, bounded by gappy hedgerows, drainage ditches and
occasional trees. Views from the higher ground are often framed by distant patches of woodland and
scattered copses. The narrow course of the River Cam meanders within its floodplain between Great
Chesterford and Shortgrove Bridge. The river corridor is fringed by trees which delineate its shape
within the patchwork of pasture and plantation woodlands that line the valley floor. Audley End - an
outstanding Jacobean manor set in its eighteenth century Capability Brown landscape park is a
distinctive area of local character. In the upper reaches, arable farmland covers steep slopes
descending amost to theriver’s edge. The village of Littlebury, with its picturesque setting along the
River Cam and its historic houses in many shades of colour-washed plaster, also possesses the former
King' s Mill - an old watermill that bridges theriver behind the village.

Visual Char acteristics

e Attractive panoramic views from the eastern slopes to western valley slopes framed by distant
blocks of trees.

o Views of towns and villages from higher ground.

o Valley sides descend quite steeply from rolling arable fields to the river and its tributaries and
dramatic views are possible from the ridges.

e Large ancient town of Saffron Walden, and its distinctive church spire can be seen from many

directions dueto its position on the higher slopes.

Intimate views on the lower slopes of wooded river valley floor.

Intimate scale of villages and towns contrasts with large-scale modern agriculture.

Hedgerow lossis visible in the landscape.

Urban fringe settlement often not well integrated into the landscape.

Historic Land Use

Evidence of historic land use within the Character Area is dominated by large common-fields of the

Cambridgeshire and Midland type, which developed here, a field-type that is rare in the rest of Essex.

Some of these were enclosed by agreement in the early post-medieval period, the remainder being

enclosed in the 18" and 19" centuries, partially as a function of the parliamentary enclosure act. The

main historic landscape features include:

o Thevalley of the River Cam which forms a natural routeway through the ridge.

o A series of parks - Shortgrove, Audley End and Chesterford - which are strung out along the river
valley itself and on the valley slopes.

o Winding lanes, dispersed hamlets and greens, with ancient woodlands on the higher ground.

Ecological Features

This Character Area is dominated by widespread arable agriculture surrounding settlements. However,

the area does contain 16 sites of nature conservation value. Theseinclude:

o Debden Water SSSI) (220 hectares) - comprising open water and lake side habitats.

e FEight CWSs comprising ancient and semi-natural woodland including Burton Wood, Paddock
Wood and Emanuel Wood, Spring Wood, Westley Wood, London Jock Wood, Brakey Ley Wood
and part of Pounce Wood.

e Eight CWSs comprising pasture or road verges with unimproved grassland or fen including Little
Walden Road Quarry, Byrd's Farm Lane, Ashdon Road, Audley Park Pastures, Audley End Park
Wall, Spring Hill Fen, Newport Churchyard and Crave Hall Meadow.

11100101R Fina LCAs _09-06 Section 7.0 — Landscape Character of Uttlesford District



276

Key Planning and Land M anagement | ssues

o Potential for erection of new farm buildings, which would be conspicuous on the skyline.

o Potential pressure for increased use of narrow and minor lanes especially during peak tourist
periods.

o Potential pressure from urban expansions on the edges of Great Chesterford and Saffron Waldon.

o Potential pressure for increased use of narrow and minor lanes due to development of Chesterford
Park.

e Pressure from potential expansion of villages within adjacent character areas infringing upon the
generally open character of the area.

o Potential further decrease in hedgerows and tree cover due to agricultural practice

o Potential for pollution of the River Cam from fertiliser and pesticide run-off from surrounding
valley sideand farmland plateau areas.

o Potential decreasein hedgerows and tree cover due to pressure from adjacent agricultural land use.

o Potential loss of riverside marshland and pastures due to agricultural encroachment.

e Visual intrusion of potential road expansion linked to pressure of traffic on minor roads, especially
during busy tourist periods.

e Intrusion on tranquillity with potential of increasing traffic on minor roads due to proposed
development at Chesterford Park.

Sensitivities to Change

Sensitive key characteristics and landscape elements within this character area include the patchwork
pattern of pasture and plantation woodlands, which would be sensitive to changes in land management.
The open skyline of the valley slopes is visually sensitive, with new development potentially being
highly visible within panoramic inter and cross-valley views. Intimate views from lower slopes to the
wooded river valley floor and views to the valley sides from adjacent Landscape Character Aress are
also sensitive.  Historic integrity is relatively strong with a dispersed historic settlement pattern and
several winding lanes, greens and ancient woodlands. Several important habitats for wildlife and
biodiversity are scattered throughout the area (including 16 County Wildlife sites and an open water
SSSI). Overall this character area has rdatively high sensitivity to change.

Proposed L andscape Strategy Objectives

Conserve - seek to protect and enhance positive features that are essential in contributing to local
distinctiveness and sense of place through effective planning and positive land management measures.

Suggested L andscape Planning Guidelines

o Conserve and enhance the landscape setting of settlements.

e Maintain cross-valley views.

o Consider the landscape pattern and structure of large woodland areas and the role that they havein
the composition of views to and from the area.

e Ensure that new woodland planting is designed to enhance landscape character and that species
composition reflects local character.

e Ensure any new development on valey sides is small-scale and that it responds to historic
settlement pattern, form and building materials.

e Encourage the re-use of redundant agricultural farm buildings, especially red brick or black timber-
framed and boarded barns.
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Suggested L and M anagement Guidelines

Develop strategies to deal with peak flows of traffic in tourist season, particularly near Audley End.
Conserve and enhance existing hedgerows and restore where possible.

Establish arable fidld margins.

Conserve and manage areas of ancient woodland as historical landscape and nature conservation
features.

Consider the visual impact of new farm buildings on the valley slopes and encourage the planting of
tree groups around visually intrusive buildings.
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