
Strategic Housing and Economic 
Land Availability Assessment 
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Guidance

Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council are starting work on a new 
joint Greater Cambridge Local Plan to provide a sustainable vision for the future of the area. 
This includes planning for new housing and economic development to meet our needs and 
protect and enhance our environment. An early step in the plan preparation process is to gather 
information on what land is available and suitable for development. As part of this work we are 
seeking your input through this ‘call for sites’ consultation. 

This response form may be used to put forward potential sites and broad locations for housing 
or economic development across the Greater Cambridge Local Plan area which is made up of 
the administrative districts of Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire. An understanding of land 
availability for development across Greater Cambridge will ensure that the new Local Plan 
allocates enough land in appropriate locations to meet identified needs. A Strategic Housing 
Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) will be prepared to help the Councils choose the right 
sites from a large number of potential alternatives having assessed their suitability, availability 
and achievability. 

Please complete a separate form for each site being submitted for consideration. For sites to be 
considered all of the form must be completed.  

Housing development includes market housing for sale, affordable housing (including entry 
level exception sites), housing for rent, student housing, housing for people with disabilities, 
housing for people receiving care, service family housing, sites for travellers and travelling 
showpeople, and sites for people wishing to commission or build their own homes. It does NOT 
however include sites intended for the provision of rural exception site housing.

Economic development includes development for B1 (Business), B2 (General Industrial) and B8 
(Storage and Distribution) uses. It does NOT include retail, hotels, leisure or recreation 
development.  

Only submit sites and broad locations that are capable of delivering 5 or more dwellings 
or economic development on sites of 0.25 hectares (or 500 square metres of floor space) 
and above. 

If you need assistance completing the form contact the Planning Policy Team at 
Planningpolicy@scambs.gov.uk or Planningpolicy@cambridge.gov.uk or call us on 01954 
713183.

COMPLETED FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 5PM ON 25 MARCH 2019

Wherever possible the Call for Sites form should be completed online at:
http://cambridge.jdi-consult.net/localplan/



If you do not have access to the internet, you can submit forms by:

Email: (using the above email addresses), or by post to:

South Cambridgeshire District Council Cambridge City Council
Call for Sites Consultation, 
Planning Policy Team, 
South Cambridgeshire District Council, 
Cambourne Business Park, Cambourne, 
Cambridge, CB23 6EA

Call for Sites Consultation, 
Planning Policy Team, 
Planning Services, 
Cambridge City Council PO Box 700,
Cambridge, CB1 0JH 

For more information about the call for sites see our webpages at:
www.scambs.gov.uk/gclpcallforsites and www.cambridge.gov.uk/gclpcallforsites

Data Protection
We will treat your data in accordance with our Privacy Notices: www.scambs.gov.uk/planning-
policy-privacy-notice/ and https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/planning-policy-consultations-and-
notifications-privacy-notice.  Information will be used by South Cambridgeshire District Council 
and Cambridge City Council solely in relation to the SHELAA and the Greater Cambridge Local 
Plan. Please note that all responses will be available for public inspection, cannot be treated as 
confidential.  Representations, including names, are published on our website. By submitting 
this response form you are agreeing to these conditions. 

The Councils are not allowed to automatically notify you of future consultations unless 
you ‘opt-in’. 
Do you wish to be kept informed of future stages of the SHELAA and the Greater Cambridge 
Local Plan?  
Please tick:  Yes   No 

Disclaimer

The assessment of potential housing and employment sites through the Strategic 
Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment process and the identification of 
sites with the potential for development does not indicate that planning permission will 
be granted for development, or that the sites(s) will be allocated for development in the 
Greater Cambridge Local Plan (GCLP). The SHELAA will be an important evidence 
source to inform future plan making but it will be for the GCLP to determine which sites 
are most suitable to meet identified needs. 

















K - Supporting evidence

Is there any other factual information regarding the site that we should be aware of?

Please see accompanying Feasibility Study & Pre-Application Advice.

Guidance Notes

A Contact details Please include details of the person who should be the main 
contact regarding the site if we have any queries.

C Land ownership If there are multiple owners provide details for them all on 
attached sheets.

D Site details
Make sure that we can accurately locate the site and understand 
its boundaries. Do not assume we have as much local knowledge 
as you do. 

F Proposed future 
uses

If you have any evidence or studies to support your use 
preferences and site capacity estimates please provide a copy as 
an attachment. 

G Suitability It would be helpful if you could provide details of proposed 
mitigations to overcome identified constraints. 

H Availability Only select ‘available now’ if the site is vacant and unused and 
has no constraints on its development. 

I Deliverability Please be as realistic as possible when estimating when 
development can start and be completed. 

J Viability If you have any evidence or studies regarding the viability of the 
site please provide a copy as an attachment. 




