




   

Vision Statement 
The Vision for development at Land North of Cambridge Road, 
Linton is to create homes for sale and affordable tenures which 
complement the existing character and need of Linton, provide 
recreational amenity for new residents and integration to the 

wider community and respect and enhance the existing ecology 
of the landscape with biodiversity net gain of 20%.

Local distinctiveness will be at the heart of the new 
neighbourhood, with design inspired by positive features in the 
local context and be of the best design possible to ensure the 

new homes sit comfortably in their surroundings and establish a 
strong sense of place.















Site Influences & 
Opportunities 
A series of technical studies have been undertaken on and around the Site, in 
order to identify the key Characteristics & Opportunities to the development and 
support this Planning Representation. While the studies are at an early stage, their 
initial findings have not identified any issues that would prevent a successful, high-
quality proposal from coming forward in this location. The plan alongside sets out 
the key Influences & Opportunities.

Influences

 • Turning the flood zones into an opportunity to 
provide generous areas of green open space 
and woodland planting will mean that the 
setting of Linton Conservation Area and the 
Listed Buildings, including the Parish Church 
of St Mary the Virgin and Linton Mill, can be 
protected, respected and enhanced.

 • The Local Green Space (Policy NH/12) will be 
enhanced by the vast amounts of new green 
space, proposed on the Site, and would form 
an exciting extension to this already popular 
space within Linton. 

 • The public footpaths which cross the Site 
will be retained along their current alignment 
within green corridors, and enhanced to make 
them accessible to all, all year round.

 • Noise from the Cambridge Road needs to 
be considered, with appropriate design 
and mitigation measures included in the 
development.

Summary of Influences & Opportunities 
The specific features and characteristics of the Site described in the preceding pages have been 
drawn together to shape and influence the Concept Masterplan. The following bullet points provide a 
summary of the key principles which should be considered within the proposals:
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Adopted Local Plan
The adopted Development Plan includes the 
South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2018, adopted 
on 27th September 2018.  The Local Plan’s policies 
and proposals cover the period 2011 to 2031.  On 
the Adopted Policies Map the Site is located 
adjacent to the Development Framework for 
Linton, with a marginal area (western extent of 
the Site) sitting just within Linton Conservation 
Area, to the south of Local Green Space and 
within a Sand and Gravel Mineral Safeguarding 
Area.

Linton is identified as a Minor Rural Centre under 
Policy S/9, with the policy subtext setting out 
that:

‘Minor Rural Centres have a lower level of 
services, facilities and employment than Rural 
Centres, but a greater level than most other 
villages in South Cambridgeshire, and often 
perform a role in terms of providing services and 
facilities for a small rural hinterland.’

Emerging Local Plan
Cambridge City Council and South 
Cambridgeshire District Council are working 
together as the Greater Cambridge Shared 
Planning Service to create a joint Local Plan. This 
is the first joint Local Plan for the two authority 
areas, with the aim to provide a consistent 
approach to planning and building across both 
areas up to 2041.

Preparation is in the early stages, with the 
Council having carried out their Call for Sites 
in 2019 and subsequent ‘First Conversation’ 
public consultation in early 2020.  In August 
2021 the ‘First Proposals’ Preferred Options 
were published, with the public consultation in 
response to this taking place between November 
and December 2021.  The authorities are aiming 
to publish their Draft Plan in 2022.

The authorities propose that the new Local Plan 
will meet the following objectively assessed 
needs for development in the period 2020-2041:

 • 58,500 jobs
 • 44,400 homes, reflecting an annual 

objectively assessed need of 2,111 homes per 
year, which is rounded for the plan.

The strategy proposes 19 additional sites for 
development, along with sites already in the 
adopted 2018 Local Plans, in order to meet this 
housing need.

Linton is currently identified in the ‘First 
Proposals’ as a Minor Rural Centre, but there 
are currently no proposed allocations within the 
village.  Whilst the consultation document does 
not provide a definition of a Minor Rural Centre, 
this hierarchy is consistent with the adopted 
policy.

The ‘First Proposals’ document has been 
informed by the Greater Cambridge Housing 
and Economic Land Availability Assessment 
(September 2021).  The Site (reference: 51721) 
is identified as not currently being ‘suitable, 
deliverable or developable’.  The assessment 
utilises a traffic light system, with landscape harm 
and heritage harm identified as ‘red’.  This Vision 
Document aims to respond on these points, by 
demonstrating that a suitable scheme can be 
delivered that addresses these matters and the 
other considerations.

It is highlighted that for the vast majority of 
submitted sites in and around Linton, Landscape 
and Townscape is identified as a ‘red’, but as set 
out within this document, the proposal Site is 
considered to be of minimal harm, particularly 
in comparison to other promoted sites in the 
village.

Neighbourhood Plan
A Neighbourhood Plan is currently being 
prepared for Linton, with the area having 
been designated in 2014, including the Site. 
Preparation is still at relatively early stages, with 
no draft document having been published as yet. 






























